Introduction

Welcome to this City Council event for World Environment Day.

It is good to see so many people here

And before we get to the formal opening of the conference I want to say that there are some rewards available for some lucky people who sign the pledge we are promoting today. During the evening there will be several draws and the winners will be able to claim their prize: a “Climate Change Action pack”. These packs are well worth winning and it is OK there is no excess packaging on the items that are in a “bag for life”. 

I am using World Environment day to start a personal campaign for the virtual elimination of plastic bags in the city. Let us use shoppers’ power and refuse plastic bags when they are offered. In their place we can use a “bag for life” or a paper bag. I shall be appealing to the big stores in the city to help us in this campaign and to use their considerable influence with their suppliers to reduce  - significantly reduce – the packaging which is so often excessive as well as hard to open.

Now, I am on message and focussed on the business of the day which is the City Council’s Climate Change Conference.

We have organised this conference because of mounting public concern about climate change. Over the last few months the weight of evidence has grown that climate change is happening and at an accelerating pace. There is a growing conviction that urgent action has to be taken over the next few years if we are to slow and manage the pace of change.

But what action? And action by whom? Is there a useful role for us as individuals or neighbourhoods? Is the problem so large that only international action by governments can be effective? Is there a part that the UK alone can and should play? And what about what we can do now?

Is action by individuals or households of any practical use? What can and should local authorities or big firms or small businesses do that will make a real difference?

It is answers to these big questions that we hope this conference will begin to provide.

To start with the fundamental questions: what is the scientific basis for the assertions that the climate is changing, that human activity is an important cause and that changing human activity now can slow down this process? We are fortunate that Lord May has agreed to speak today and open this conference. He has been the chief scientific adviser to the UK government and he is a past President of the Royal Society.  His word carries weight both in the scientific world and at the top rank of government, too. Lord May.

